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Development Review Board 

Meeting Minutes  
Tuesday, June 27, 2023, at 7:00 PM 

Town of Fairlee  

Town Hall, Grange Room 

75 Town Common Road 

Fairlee, VT  05045 

And by ZOOM videoconferencing and teleconferencing. 

Tuesday, June 27, 2023 

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Tim Danen called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  

 

PRESENT  

Development Review Board members: Bob Wertheimer (Present), Gary Gardner (Present), 

Bill Dunnack (Present), Chair Tim Danen (Present). A quorum was met.  

Zoning Administrator (ZA): Chris Brimmer 

Board Clerk: Joanna Bligh (Absent)  

Visitor: Barret Brown 

 

REVIEW OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION #1: Gardner moved, and Wertheimer seconded the motion to approve the Minutes 

from May 23, 2023, as amended. 

• ZA Brimmer noted page 1, Zoning Administrator’s Report, line 8, “the new Wing’s 

owners” should be “Chapman’s Place owners.”  

Voice Vote: All in favor, none opposed, none abstained. The motion passed unanimously.   

 

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT  

ZA Brimmer stated that there was a Public Hearing on Monday, June 26, on the Unified 

Development Bylaw and the possible cannabis legalization for retail sale. ZA Brimmer noted 

that the attendees seemed okay with the Bylaw, and seemed to understand that the ballot could 

be split—voting Yes on the Bylaw and No on the cannabis referendum if they wished.  

 

ZA Brimmer reported that he issued a permit for a new single-family dwelling on Terry Hill Rd.  

 

ZA Brimmer reported that relating to short-term rentals (STR), the Governor Scott 

administration will be considering STR as a residential use, and legislation will be needed for 

this to change. ZA Brimmer noted that the State is not willing to delegate oversight to the towns 

and cities. The DRB may be seeing a conditional use permit needed for future STR applications.  
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ZA Brimmer announced that the voting day is Tuesday, July 11, and absentee and early voting 

ballots are available from the Town Clerk.  

 

Meeting Date and Time Discussion  

 

Chair Danen recommended a change of the date and time of the DRB meetings.  

 

MOTION #2: Dunnack moved, and Wertheimer seconded the motion, to change the date and 

time of the DRB meetings to the second and fourth Wednesdays of the month at 6:00 PM. 

Voice Vote: All in favor, none opposed, none abstained. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

SKETCH PLAN  

 

23-S-01 Site Plan Review for Outdoor Seating and Pergola Addition at Chapman’s Store, 

Chapman’s Pace LLC (PIN 24-21-20) 

  

ZA Brimmer introduced Brown to discuss the plan for the update of a concrete patio at 

Chapman’s Store for expanded use. Brown stated that the concrete area is registered as part of 

the landscaping, and ZA Brimmer stated that it would be an accessory use as an outdoor seating 

space. Brown stated that over the seating space, they have plans to construct a pergola in the 

future. ZA Brimmer noted that the seating space would be non-alcoholic until Chapman’s has a 

liquor license. Brown noted that only during a wine tasting could alcohol be served there because 

of state regulations. Chair Danen noted that Chapman’s is treated like a convenience store with 

no open alcohol served. Brown stated that having a liquor license requires extra bookkeeping and 

security.  

 

ZA Brimmer also noted that there is still the unification of lots that needs to be completed on the 

Chapman’s property, which will be an administrative process if the Bylaw passes. Brown noted 

that the Selectboard wrote a letter of support for Chapman’s to apply for a grant to improve the 

barn and apartments’ façades. The members discussed the parking area for Chapman’s.  

 

Chair Danen asked the members for any other questions, and there were none.  

 

 MOTION #3: Dunnack moved, and Wertheimer seconded the motion, to accept #23-S-01 site 

plan review for Outdoor Seating and Pergola Addition at Chapman’s Store, Chapman’s Pace 

LLC (PIN 24-21-20).  

Voice Vote: All in favor, none opposed, none abstained. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

Wertheimer asked about the timing of the project, and Brown replied that the pergola is planned 

for next spring.  

 

ZA Brimmer noted the next steps:  

• To complete the Findings document with Board signatures. 

• To issue a permit from the Zoning Administrator’s office.  

• To impose the 30-day appeal period of the site plan approval.   
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ZA Brimmer passed the Chapman’s FINDINGS document to the Board members for their 

signatures.  

 

Site Plan Review at Next Meeting Scheduled on Wednesday, July 12, 2023, at 6:00 PM 

 

ZA Brimmer introduced a site plan review for Christopher Taylor related to two decks on the 

water and one deck on the house. The plan is to remove these lakeside decks, extend a deck on 

the house by 3 feet, and replant the lakeside area as an herbivorous area. ZA Brimmer noted that 

this plan is less non-conforming that the existing site. Wertheimer noted that he may recuse 

himself from discussion and from the vote on this application.  

 

ADJOURN 

MOTION #4: Dunnack moved, and Wertheimer seconded the motion, to adjourn the meeting at 

7:34 PM.  

Voice Vote: All in favor, none opposed, none abstained. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

ATTEST: Joanna Bligh, Board Clerk 
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