
 

This issue of the Fairlee Newsletter begins with two short features describing assets 

that the Town has the privilege and responsibility to preserve: Lake Morey and the 

Fairlee Town Forest. After the two features is a series of short notes about what’s 

happening in Fairlee today 

 
 
FAIRLEE TOWN FOREST 

The Fairlee Town Forest is approximately 1,600 acres of contiguous wooded hills and 
wetlands. The Town Forest was established in 1942 and enlarged with the addition of 
the Lange Forest in 1980 and the Gravel Pit parcel in 1984. By virtue of the way that the 
land was acquired, the forest must be preserved primarily for wildlife habitat and public 
recreation. 
  
Since water drains from the forest into Lake Morey, controlling runoff is important. 
Sometimes runoff is naturally occurring, as was the case in 2016 when a beaver dam in 
the wetlands was breached. Most often, runoff problems are due to human intervention, 
such as irresponsible vehicular traffic or poorly managed trails. During the summer of 
2020, Fairlee's Forest Board affirmed its commitment to managing the Forest according 
to the State's Acceptable Management Practices (AMP) for Maintaining Water Quality 
on Logging Jobs. 
  
Controlled logging is important for ensuring forest health. Opening spaces and clearing 
out invasives provides space for young trees to grow. Recent activities in the Fairlee 
Town Forest have fixed past oversights that led to erosion, and upon recommendation 
by the Forest Board, the Town recently closed trails during mud season, in the same 
manner as it closes Class 4 roads for a short timeframe each spring. 
 
Fairlee's appointed Fairlee Town Forest Board includes Dan Ludwig (Chair), Terry 
Lewis, Reg Cramer, Jim O’Donnell, and Mitch Phelps. The Forest Board is advised by 
professional forester Markus Bradley of Redstart Forestry as well as Orange County 



Forester Dave Paganelli and Vermont State Forester Rick Dyer. Our Town Forest also 
benefits from the Friends of Fairlee Forest and volunteers who reside adjacent to its 
boundaries who have mapped trails, added signage, and removed rubbish. 
 

 

LAKE MOREY 

Eurasion milfoil and cyanobacteria (often referred to as blue-green algae) are threats to 

Lake Morey’s water quality. 

  

In 2019, Lake Morey was one of the first water bodies in Vermont that was permitted to 

use ProcellaCOR, a preferable chemical treatment because of its non-toxicity and 

superior milfoil targeting. This year's ProcellaCOR application on June 16 will require 

only one day of abstaining from using the lake for swimming, boating, and fishing. 

  

Blue-green algae can grow into extensive surface scums that make ponds and lakes 

undesirable and at times unsafe for recreational purposes. Even though phosphorous is 

required for plant life, too much phosphorous in water dissolves oxygen and prompts 

algae blooms. High phosphorous levels led to an alum treatment in the late '70s. Lake 

Morey's phosphorous level today is far below the level prior to its alum treatment. 

  

Key players in Lake Morey conservation include the Lake Morey Commission, the 

Lake Morey Protective Association, and the Lake Morey Foundation. The 

Selectboard appoints members to the Lake Morey Commission. Don Weaver and Greg 

Allen are the Commission’s current co-chairs. Other members include Bruce Durgin, 

Mark Richardson, and Byron Stone. Alongside the Lake Morey Commission, LMPA 

(celebrating its 114th year) and the Lake Morey Foundation have played extraordinary 

roles in advocacy, monitoring, volunteering and funding. Because of the commitment of 

these key players and their clearly defined partnership with the Town, Fairlee and Lake 

Morey are perceived by the Agency of Natural Resources as being a model for other 

communities. 



   
 

WHAT WOULD LEE AND ODIE THINK? 

Berne Clark Traendly, Barrett Brown, and Travis Noyes – three cousins who are direct 

descendants of Lee and Odie Chapman – are redesigning Chapman’s Store and 

the Colby Block site. With Chapman’s Store, they plan to transform its south end into 

a coffee shop, build an outdoor terrace and a handicap access ramp, and renovate 

several apartments on the second and third floors. Across the street, “the cousins” plan a 

community outdoor gathering space with picnic tables and outdoor games, alongside 

the vintage AK Chix coffee cart. 

 

A fourth cousin, Jonah Richard, has purchased the old bank building and plans to 

renovate the space so that its design is similar to neighboring Chapman’s store. The first 

floor will be public – perhaps a childcare center, a restaurant or medical office space – 

and the second floor will add to the Town’s apartment stock.  

 

MORE CENTER OF TOWN NEWS 

The former hair salon next door to the Colby Block has a new tenant. Red Clover 

Bicycles, managed by Sarah Pushee, will offer bike repair and e-bike sales and rentals. 

Just south of the former Third Rail, Gray Electric has added a second floor to 

accommodate more offices. Across from the library, Matt Walker (Annie and Rick 

Walker's son) will open Broken Hearts Burger in the former Lunch Box 

building. Wing's continues to build one of the broadest beer selections in the 

county, Gladstone's Creamery has opened for the season, GRP is selling barbecue 

from its new site in the Fogg's/Bethel Mills parking lot, and Root 5 Farm has an 

expanded case of fresh and local produce inside Chapman's. Finally, Whippi-Dip is to 

be reborn with a new south-of-the-border spin! 



 
 

FAIRLEE COMMUNITY ARTS HAS DONE IT AGAIN! 

Following up on recommendations from Main Street to Morey, Fairlee Community Arts 

submitted an Animating Infrastructure grant application to Vermont Arts Council. On 

April 29, VAC announced that FCA has won a competitive $15,000 grant to design and 

implement a mural in the I-91 underpass. One of the winning attributes of FCA's 

proposal is that it will engage the Fairlee community in the design and production of the 

mural.  

 

Never an organization to rest on its laurels, Fairlee Community Arts is 

completing another community project for which it advocated and raised funds – stage 

lighting in the Town Hall auditorium. The installation will be completed this 

spring. 

 

 

WATER, WATER, WATER (PIPES) 
New water pipes will be installed on Fairview Terrace in June. For those who 
purchase water from the Town, quarterly water bills were mailed on May 3rd. In 
the meantime, Lisa Hinsley, Barry Larson, and our supplier, Zenner, continue to 
finetune Fairlee's automated meter reading service, MESH.  



 

 

TOWN BEACH 
This year’s Recreation Council, 
including Cami Buster, Meghann 
Brough, and Bernice Mills, decided 
to limit the Town Beach to 
Fairlee residents only. The 
Recreation Council has yet to decide 
how it will manage swimming 
lessons, in which children from other 
communities have frequently 
enrolled. 
  

 

A BEACH/TRANSFER STATION 
PASS IS REQUIRED FOR 

EVERY VISIT. 
(Available at Town Hall for $5.) 

 

  

 

FAIRLEE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
The Library’s out building will be 
demolished, to be funded by a 
generous anonymous contribution. 
Its demolition is a first step in a 
library renovation in its very early 
planning stages. 
 

TOWN HALL (STILL) CLOSED 

Until further notice, the Town Hall 
remains closed to the public. For 
“live” access to the Town Clerk, Town 
Administrator, Listers, Zoning Board 
Administrator, and Treasurer, please 
make an appointment and enter 
through the south door near the 
elevator (aka Granddaddy’s Porch). 

 

TRANSFER STATION 

Fairlee now has Frank Godfrey serving on-site as Recycling Coordinator. If you are 
uncertain about how to dispose of your recyclables, check with Frank during your 
next visit to the Transfer Station (open Saturday mornings from 8:30 to 11:30). 
 
Fairlee has been awarded a Materials Management grant that will ultimately help 
the Town address infrastructure issues at the Transfer Station.  
 



 

Get rid of unused power tools, yard tools, and hand tools! On Saturday, May 15, 
from 8:30-11:30, COVER will hold a STUFF-A-TRUCK event on the field adjacent 
to the Transfer Station. COVER serves “low-income homeowners, many of whom 
are elderly and with mobility impairments” with urgent home repairs affecting 
health and safety; weatherization and energy conservation services; fall prevention 
(such as trip hazards); and the repurposing of furniture, appliances, and building 
materials. Your donations will directly support urgent home repairs in the Upper 
Valley. 
  

Buy your BEACH/TRANSFER STATION PASS at the Town Hall ($5 for 2021). 
This year, we will check for passes at the Transfer Station. 

 

 

APPOINTMENTS 
Josh Hickman resigned from the Selectboard 
after accepting a position in Knoxville, 
TN. Lance Mills was appointed to fill Josh’s seat 
until the end of its term (March 2022). Bob 
Wertheimer was appointed to serve as an 
alternate member of the DRB. Clyde Blake was 
appointed to serve as Fence Viewer. 

 

 

MAILCHIMP COMES TO FAIRLEE 

This edition of the Fairlee Newsletter is the third being sent through email to 

all Fairlee residents for whom the Town has email addresses. Those on the 

Town’s email list have the ability to opt out of email delivery. If you 

are uncertain as to whether the Town has your most up-to-date email, go 

to http://www.fairleevt.org/2017/08/update-contact-information/ 

 

  

 

http://www.fairleevt.org/2017/08/update-contact-information/

