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Mike Wright ends his tenure as Fairlee’s
Road Agent

Mike Wright has cared for Fairlee’s roads for 17 years.
From keeping them plowed in winter to repairing them in
summer, Mike has served the town and its residents

well. Mike recently informed the Town he felt it was time
for him to step back and concentrate on his excavating
business. He will be missed.

Thank you Mike, for your service all these years!

The town has signed a contract with Jonathan Blake of J &
J Blake Excavating to maintain the Fairlee roads. Jonathan
Blake presently maintains the roads in West Fairlee and we
are confident he has the equipment and personnel to handle
both towns well. He is assessing road conditions in town so
he can work with the Selectboard to develop a solid road
maintenance plan moving forward

You may have already seen Jonathan and crew out filling
potholes on the Lake Morey Road.

New Bandstand Lighting

Thanks to Fairlee Community
Arts the bandstand on the
Common has new lighting. FCA
used monies remaining from
their stage lighting fund and Wes
Davis of Black Hill Electrical
installed four dimmable flush mount fixtures that illuminate
the interior for evening performances. The breaker box for
the lighting was also brought up to code.

At the same time the town had new security lighting
installed on all four corners of the exterior. This is a great
example of the Town and private organizations
collaborating to enhance Fairlee’s infrastructure.

Stormwater Project Update
The Town has received bids for the planned stormwater
improvement project. Unfortunately, all bids came in
higher than the amount covered by the grant award. The
Selectboard are now reviewing options, which may include
seeking additional funding, adjusting the project scope, or
phasing the work to make it more affordable. The
Selectboard will continue discussions in the coming weeks
to determine the best path forward.

EMERALD ASH BORER IN FAIRLEE
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The Emerald Ash Borer, an invasive insect that targets ash
trees specifically has been detected in Fairlee, most
recently at the town beach. Without treatment an ash tree
infected by this insect will die. There are treatments that
can be done, contact a local arborist.

A link to a map of ash trees in Fairlee can be found on the
Forest Board page at the town website. Note that it shows
only an inventory of trees along the roadsides, ash trees on
private properties were not mapped. If you have a favorite
ash tree on your land now is the time to have it treated.

Transfer Station
Those who follow the Selectboard meeting agendas will
have noticed that the Board has the Transfer Station on our
agenda nearly every week. The board has been discussing
the general layout of the transfer station with an eye to
making it easier to use. We plan to bring power to the
dumpster area to enable our trash and recycling contactors
to install compactors to make more efficient use of their
hauling schedule.



(Transfer Station)

Jon Gillespie has been hired to supervise the Transfer
Station on Saturdays and is the person to
see if you have any questions about
where things go or what can be recycled
and what can’t.

The Town is seeking to hire a second
person to be on hand at the Transfer
Station. Contact our Town Administrator if you are
interested.

Staff Spotlight: Ryan Lockwood, Town

Administrator

Many towns have a Town Manager. Fairlee has a Town
Administrator. What’s the difference? A Town Manager
is a statutory position with defined powers and
responsibilities outlined in state law, while a Town
Administrator's duties are determined by the Selectboard
and can vary from town to town.

Fairlee chose to have a Town Administrator to handle the
day to day nuts and bolts of running a town in the modern
age. Ryan Lockwood serves the town in this capacity and
Ryan makes weekly reports to the Selectboard. Ryan’s
reports are typically posted on the town website with the
weekly meeting agendas and minutes. The Town is lucky to
have Ryan on our staff.

Road Markings

The Selectboard continues to try
various methods of traffic calming
on Lake Morey Road. Having
purchased two traffic “humps”
(wider and flatter than a traffic
bump), the town now needs to
find someone to install them and
this has proven difficult. In the
meantime Selectboard and
community members have been
volunteering their time to stencil
various images to the roadway to remind drivers to watch
for bicyclists and walkers. Our Police Chief, Wayne
Briggs, continues to patrol Lake Morey Road to deter
speeding around the lake and make sure pedestrians and
bikers are safe.

FAIRLEE FOCUS

Fairlee has an app! Download Fairlee
Focus from the Apple store or Google
Play. Or just scan the QR code to the right.
Get important updates from the Town

New pumper arriving in October!
The Fire Department will be taking delivery of a brand-new
fire truck! This pumper truck will replace the present 30
year old truck and help our firefighters respond quickly and
safely to fires, accidents, and other emergencies. It’s a big
step forward in keeping our town protected.
Even the best fire truck can’t leave the station without
people to drive it and crew it. Like many small towns,
Fairlee depends on volunteers to answer the call when the
siren sounds.
If you’ve ever thought about helping out, now is the perfect
time. Volunteering with the fire department is a meaningful
way to support your neighbors, learn new skills, and be part
of a dedicated team.
Interested? Talk to a firefighter you know, or reach out to
Fire Chief Andrew Godfrey at firechief@fairleevt.gov.
There’s no better way to make a difference right here at
home.

Upcoming Work on Lake Morey Road and
Maurice Roberts Highway

Indus, a pavement preservation company, will be doing
crack sealing work on Lake Morey Road and Maurice
Roberts Highway between now and October 30. This work
should prolong the time before the Town has to undertake
more extensive (and expensive) work.

Did you know?

Did you know you can catch up on Selectboard meetings
without actually attending one?

Recordings of the meetings are generally available a couple
of days after the Monday night meeting. In addition,
reading the weekly Town Administrator and Zoning
Administrator reports will give you a view on what’s
happening in town offices. See the latest at the Town
website under Government > Agendas and Minutes

> Selectboard Meetings

Comments?, Questions?

Peter Berger — peter.berger@fairleevt.gov

Lance Mills — lance.mills@fairleevt.gov

Miranda Clemson — miranda.clemson@fairleevt.gov
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